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for self-annihilation for various reasons including political protest,
sacrificial devotion, and contemplative renunciation.!?

In protest against the Ngo Dinh Diem administration’s
persecution of Buddhists, on June 11, 1963, the South Vietnamese
Mahayana Buddhist monk Thich Quang Duc burned himseif to
death in the middle of a busy Saigon road intersection. His self-
immolation garnered worldwide media coverage and exacerbated
the downfall of the Diem regime. However, Thich Quang DUc’s
action was not unprecedented. Historically, ordinary men
and women, as well as monks and nuns, have embraced self-
immolation for both political protest and in order to honor Guatama
Buddha.** One aspect of Mahayana Buddhism is that, besides
self-liberation, it is important for followers to help other sentient
beings. In this context, burning oneself is an act of sacrifice and
love for the greater good of humanity. Self-destructive actions are
reframed according to a person’s compassionate intention.

Another more recent incidence of self-immolation occurred
in Tunisia on December 17, 2010, when Mohamed Bouazizi, an
unemployed, college graduate who was trying to work as a street
vendor, set himself on fire as a result of his frustration with the
municipal officers who had harassed him and confiscated his
wares. Bouazzi's desperate action is credited as the catalyst for
violent country-wide protests against President Zine al-Abidine
Ben Ali's government, which forced Ben Ali and his family to flee the
country a month later. The Tunisian uprising served as inspiration
for demonstrations and revolutions that have spread throughout
the Middle East. After Bouazizi's suicide, a wave of copycat
selfimmolations continues to bloom, adding a tone of bloody
pathos to what is often cheerily referred to as “The Arab Spring” or
“The Arab Awakening.”

Suicide bombing is a fusion of offering up one’s life for a cause
and forcing people to wake up to an oppressive reality. Wilhelm
Stekel (Austrian physician, psychologist, and student of Freud)
remarked, “No one kills himself who has never wanted to kill
another, or at least wished the death of another.”** Wishing for the
death of a particular person or group, the suicide bomber rages
against the social injustice inflicted by the enemy. The bomber is
both victim and murderer and paradoxically screams, “I'll die and
then you'll be sorry.” The hope is to survive—if not in body, then
in spirit-and to witness the enemy’s suffering. The Palestinian
Sunni Islamic political party Hamas (an Arabic word for “zeal” or
“enthusiasm”) has long advocated suicide bombings. Recruits are
assured their place in Paradise and revered as martyrs after their
death. The blood of martyrs lights the way, and Hamas’s rhetoric is
imbued with admonitions that words remain dead until people are
willing to die for the cause. The famed Palestinian Islamist Abdullah
Yusuf Azzam writes, “Glory does not build its lofty edifice except
with skulls; honor and respect cannot be established except
on a foundation of cripples and corpses.”® Those who enlist as
shaheeds (martyrs) imagine the laudations after the bombing
mission, fantasize about the respect and reverence that will be
lavished on their families, and hope to be role models for others on
the path to glory.

Potential suicide bombers describe a sense of elation or of
being uplifted when he or she decides to become a shaheed or
shaheeda. There is an ecstatic camaraderie in the face of death—
each bomber knowing that he or she will take his or her place
on the roster of great Martyrs—and death is a kind of trophy. A
shaheed rehearses his death lovingly, as many times as possible,
and reflects on it with serene happiness. Not unlike an ascetic
spiritual exercise, a mock burial may be performed and a would-be
martyr may be temporarily interred in an empty grave, either alone
or with comrades.” A feeling of renewal is earned by overcoming
the natural fear of death, and many suicide survivors report a
feeling of clarity and even a renewed zest for life.*®




As explained by Shafiga, a failed suicide bomber, “It took me a
long time to decide... It was wonderful to say good-bye to life. | felt
like | was up in the clouds from the moment | knew | was going to
be a shaheeda.”*® According to Hamas, there are plenty of people
enthusiastically enlisting for the opportunity to blow themselves
up, and they insist that they only recruit people who are “normal”-
not suicidal or depressed. Suicide bombers must have pure
motives, open hearts, and a desire for Allah.?®

Muhammad Atta is considered the ringleader of the
September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks against the United States.
His infamous document “The Last Night” is a series of reminders
to his comrades, mostly prescriptions and quotations from the
Qur’an, Islamic Shari’ah Law, and Sunnah (teachings from the life
of Muhammad).? Ritualistic traditions are recommended along
each step of the last journey, such as the need to shave body hair
and wear cologne, to have sharpened knives, to make sure one’s
privates are covered, to wear proper socks and shoes, to think
well of one’s brothers, to pray and remember Allah in the taxi and
airplane, and to make sure that the hostages are slaughtered
comfortably (as is the practice for Islamic animal slaughter known
as dhabihah). It also shares advice that, in the end, it is imperative
to be calm and optimistic:

You should feel complete tranquility, because the time between
you and your marriage [in heaven] is very short. Afterwards begins
the happy life, where God is satisfied with you, and eternal bliss in
the company of the prophets, the companions, the martyrs and the
good people, who are all good company. Ask God for his mercy and
be optimistic, because [the Prophet], peace be upon him, used to
prefer optimism in all his affairs.?

These statements are like those from an enlightenment-
seeking aspirant who hopes to arrive at a happy, calm, and
expansive state.

There are many examples of religious martyrs (Dead has
been called a rock-star martyr) who seek heightened states of
consciousness and recondite lifestyles; they urge humanity to find
authenticity in a sea of illusions.?

Itis interesting to note that the English word martyr derives from the Greek word *witness” (martys)
and that the Arabic words for martyr and witness (shaheed) are identical. The martyr’s gift of
self-sacrifice is intimately tied with a public witnessing (by either people or supernatural beings) of the
event: se Keith Lewinstein, “The Revaluation of Martyrdom in Early Islam,”in Margaret Cormack,
ed. Sacrificing the Self: Perspectives on Martyrdom and Religion (New York: Oxford University

Press, 2002), 78-79. Consider also at a concert how the audience witnesses staged selfmutilation

by frontmen such as the Shining’s Kvarforth: Joseph Allen, **Deadon His Last Album Cover,” Rock
Star Martyr, April 8, 2011, h his-last-alb /: While the
term authenticity has been challenged by postmodern cultural theorists, itis used here as a term

to describe  state of eing in the world in accordance with the truth and reality of one’s sense of

self See % icity,” New World i ry/Authen
ticity,_(philosophy).

This condemnation of the material world—in contrast to the
laudation of a luminous heaven or the veneration of an illuminated
altered state—can be found in many spiritual ideologies, some
pitting the body against the soul or spirit: the fleshy body becomes
subject to mutilation and destruction for the sake of some higher
purpose. The central figure of Christianity, Jesus Christ, is a
perfect example of this; his submission to crucifixion and torture
for the sake of humanity’s salvation was the penultimate sacrifice
that birthed a religion.?* Later, so many willing martyrs followed
his example that the Church fathers became concerned and
debated the ethics of suicide for three centuries.?® Christianity,
like Islam, teaches that earthly existence is a grim prelude to the
fantastical, psychedelic, exalted world that greets believers after
they die; this certainly offers an incentive for martyrdom, or at
least makes sacrificial selfkilling an honorable option.2¢ Through
martyrdom a person becomes holy; the act can be both purifying
and revolutionary.

“Last Words of a Terrorist,” The Guard.
ian, September 30, 2011, http//www.
guardian.co.uk/world/ 2001/sep/30/
terrorism.septemberr13.

*Last Wonds of a Terrorist.™

atonement for humanity’s sins: *Deathi
swallowed up in victory. O death, where
thy sting? O grave where is thy victory?
The soul is victorious.

George Minois, History of Suicide:
Voluntary Death in Western Culture
(Baltimore: John Hopkins University
Press, 1999), 26.

Carlin Barton, “Honor and Sacredne
in the Roman and Christian Worlds,”
in Cormack, Sacrificng the Self, 30. The
etymology of the word sacrifice includes
the Latin word sacrificare, ‘holy-making
its root meaning sacra, ‘sacred rights.’

Colt, November of the Soul, 155.

Gustave Flaubert, The Temptation of
Saint Anthony, quoted in Cormack,
Sacrificing the Self; 155.

Make a Change... Kill Yourself, “Chapter
111," Make a Change... Kill Yourself (Total
Holocaust Records, 2005).

“Maya (Buddhism),” Knowledge Rush,
http://wwwknowledgerush.com/kt/
encyclopedia/Maya_ (Buddhism).
Seealso Jason Forster, “Commodified
Evil's Wayward Children: Black Metal
and Death Metal as Purveyors of an
Alternative Form of Modern Escapism”
(PhD diss., University of Canterbury,
2006), 83; http:/ir.canterbury.acn2/bit-
stream/10092/966/i/thesis_fulltext pdf.
Colt, November of the Soul, 137.

Surah al-Alla: 16-17.

1John 2:15-17.

Shining, “Through Corridors of Op-
pression,” Through Years of Oppression
(Unexploded Records, 2004).

Colt, November of the Soul, 226.

See, for example, James Hillman,
Suicide and the Soul (Woodstock: Spring
Publications, 1997).

The martyr’s theater reveals the benefits of self-mutilation and
the rewards for choosing physical or spiritual death in order to
attain something grander than life. Through his masochistic self-
torture, Saint Simeon Stylites (one of the most famous stylitoe,
or “pillar-hermits”) set an example for chronic suicide as a road
to spiritual advancement. He stood on one leg for a year, atop
a sixty-foot pillar that was exposed to the elements, while the
other leg mushroomed into sores filled with pus and worms. Saint
Simeon would ask people to put any fallen worms back in, coaxing
the worms to “eat what God has given you."? Gustave Flaubert’s
Saint Anthony boasted, “those who are decapitated, tortured with
red hot pincers, or burned alive, are perhaps less meritorious than
1, seeing that my whole life is but one prolonged martyrdom.”%®
There.are numerous accounts of Christians who begged to be
martyred throughout the history of ancient Rome. Because death
was only of the body, not of the soul, they would rush to the pagan
judges, proclaiming their faith, and when sentenced, they would
hold hands and sing as they faced the lions in the Colosseum. The
crowd bears witness to the passion of Christian faith, ennobling
its creed, and inspiring believers. The Christian martyr conquers
death-the body is only a means to an end, a vehicle for the martyr's
desires.

SBM'’s themes, such as self-mutilation and the renunciation
of life, relate to some of the ascendant aspirations of religious
suicide. Make a Change... Kill Yourself invites the listener:

My great salvation lies within
This suicidal mind of mine.
Join me in this wicked state of suicide.?®

This renunciation reflects concepts in Buddhism, Islam, and
Christianity that cast doubt upon the benefit of the corporeal
world. In several Hindu and Buddhist traditions, maya is defined
as the alluringly hypnotic, superficial illusion of physical reality,
and the goal is to break the spell and to realize numinous truth.®
Existence on earth is ephemeral, the body temporary, and
biological life is not only meaningless but filled with suffering.
Death is also the point of contact with the eternal.* In Islam, the
Arabic word dunya means “lower” and connotes all that is worldly
and temporal. The dunya may be beautiful and pleasurable, but it
is fleeting, and it is better to turn one’s gaze on what is immutable.
Everything is a test that can lead to paradise or hell. The Qur'an
is clear: “Nay (behold), you prefer the life of this world; but the
Hereafter is better and more enduring.”* Christianity warns
against sinful worldliness: “Do not love the world or anything in
the world.”* This sentiment is echoed in Shining’s lyrics “Through
Corridors of Oppression”:

Slowly,

passing the oppressed,

innocent,

sons,

and daughters lost,

trembling

in the bottomless depths of darkness,
successfully,

failing

in their search.

To search the light, to search, salvation.*

Self-destruction or self-harm opposes the ego’s natural
inclination for self-preservation (physically and experientially) and
serves as a testament to a person’s non-attachment to illusory life:
one destroys oneself, and in doing so one destroys the world.*
This connects with psychoanalytic theories by James Hillman,
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Interview with

g force Miasmyr’s thoughts on the occult, what emboldens

act on the chance to clear some of the fog surrounding the mysteries therein. Here
Australia’s metal artists, and why he doesn’t have plans to retire any time soon.

are some of Moon'’s dr

Miasmyr of Moon

The Nine Bates

Moon
The Nine Gates
2013

Luke Henley January 2014 ech(((10)))es and dust

To start off, you debuted Moon in 2008 after playing in a few different
bands. What led you to start a project over which you had complete control
rather than collaborate with other people?

Originally it was a side project for ideas that didn’t suit the bands | was
playing in and it was also a platform for experimentation. After a while
it developed a sound of its own as | noticed a growing interest from
others in hearing it. This led to a few demo/EPs being released and
some splits.

Both of your full-length releases have a sound that seems insular when
compared to the rest of the black metal landscape right now. Is this
deliberate? Do you pay much attention to what other people are doing or do
you try and block that out during your writing/recording process?

I've got a good idea of what sound | want, but I'm always open to
experimentation. | listen to a lot of black metal and various other
genres such as doom and ient but I've ped my own style and
direction | want to head in being a blend of atmospheric and hypnotic
black metal. | haven’t found too much of late that I’ve found striking
butligot gh periods of I ing and taking things in and times of
productivity where | like to be absorbed in what I'm working on.

How important is lyrical content to you? It seems like your lyrics hold
personal and emotional weight for you, based on your vocal performance,
but the production makes your voice seem more like a musical instrument
or element of the general atmosphere rather than a means to clearly
communicate ideas.

The words are y to the exp! ion and effect they have.

On earlier recordings | often didn't use any lyrics as sometimes |
found they inhibited the more primal form of expression. | gave more
detail to the lyrics on The Nine Gates to give the songs a conceptual
backbone unifying the musical themes. Whether you can understand
the vocals or not it is intended to serve as guided imagery similar to
how | experience much of the black metal | listen to. The instruments
sometimes serve as voices themselves giving way to a non-verbal
oration. Overall I like to keep details hi and undefined for stylistic
preference.

Your music is often described as occult black metal. What personal meaning
does “occult” hold for you, both in how you define the word and how the
concept of the occult informs your music?

Ultimately the music serves as guided imagery for astral projection
using symbols and analogy to illustrate the shadow worid. | don’t
follow any specific paradigm but draw from a range of left hand path
sources; | don't like to identify too specifically with any pantheons to
emphasize the primordial nature of the content.

With Moon being a product that is so singularly of your own expressicm1 how
much control do you have over the art design of the albums, merchandise,
and photography based around the project? To me, the art ties in so

perfectly with the themes of the music - is it important to you that
Moon be experienced with senses other than hearing?

I usually direct the artwork, the visual aesthetic can strongly
influence how one interprets the music so I'm always looking
for artists who will complement the music appropriately.

So far I've had the most luck with people | know who have a
stronger understanding of where I’'m coming from musically
and aesthetically, otherwise | look for people who already do a
style I think might work. Winterkalt’s minimalist 90s cover for
the split with Xerbittert was a good break from the standard
artwork I’'m used to putting forth, whereas The Nine Gates is
a good example of the style | usually go for, its symbols and
imagery are integral to the music.

At the risk of interfering with the mystical aura of your music, where
was The Nine Gates recorded? Is this a studio album or do you have
the ability to record your music at home (or a mix of both)? What
are the artistic benefits behind the process you use to commit your
ideas to a recording?

Usually | record in a home studio and master the materialina
professi studio. R ing at home gives me more time
to work on getting the right sound and subtie nuances. On the
negative side | would sometimes rather have a system running
better and a limited timefi can il age
faster production.

Has Moon always been a project you expected/wanted to translate
to live performance? What are the major differences between how
you feel about a song you've recorded and how you feel about a
song while playing it live with a band?

I've been involved with other bands on the live front for quite a
few years. After my output of recordings became more prolific
with Moon the band | was in changed over to play those
tracks. It was in a way a progression to the next phase in my
mind idealistically. This was in part to streamline the output
into something more raw and primal. | plan to always play

live, it’s where one can most directly to an audi

and it gives the music another facet. It's hard to always get
the sound we're after at local gigs since the engineer doesn’t
always know what we're going for. Generally we play the more
involved, less ambient tracks live to maintain a strong energy
although we maintain its evocative and bleak sound.

You are based in Australia, which has been steadily gaining
attention in the metal community for the past decade or so for
producing high quality metal bands. | personally remember the
Pestilentia Australis compilation of Australian black metal bands
being a sort of holy grail when I first began listening to the genre -
featuring other one-man projects like Striborg and Elysian Blaze.
Is there a reason in your mind that there is such a concentration
of highly-regarded black metal in your country? Is there anything
about your music that you feel is specific to where you come from,
geographically or culturally?

Australia doesn’t have a strong cultural past heritage like
places such as Norway and Poland. Black metal doesn’t have
aunified sound here as such. Geographically Striborg is in
avery green part of Australia and he embraces that in his
lifestyle and music whereas | use black metal as a means of
communing with the inner world. My home town, Brisbane has
offered some strongly unique bands over the past decade or
so. From the retro thrash/black bands like Spear of Longinus,
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